Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KHARTO 00329 270924Z 
ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 EUR-I2 ACDA-I2 10-13 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-0 1 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-I5 USIA-06 OMB-OI /I05 W 

05 1061 280333Z/4I 

R 270757Z JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6390 
INEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY SANA 

CONPIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 0329 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, ET, SU 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN ADVANCES REPORTED 

BEGIN UNCLASSIPIED 

1 . ERITREAN MILITARY ADVANCES HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN KHARTOUM 
PRESS JANUARY 26 AND 27. ACCORDING SUNA EPLF HAS CAPTURED 
DONGOLO MILITARY CAMP SITUATED ABOUT FIPTY MILES PROM MASSAWA 
ON ROAD TO ASMARA. THIS REPORT CLAIMS SOME 3500 ETHIOPIAN 
TROOPS HAVE BEEN KILLED OR CAPTURED IN ADDITION TO EPMG 
SECURITY PORCES IN GHINDA TOWN WHICH ALSO FELT, TO EPEE TUESDAY 
(JANUARY 24). APPARENTLY THIS VICTORY HAS RESULTED IN EPLF NOW 
CONTROLLING 70 KM OP MASSAWA-ASMARA ROAD. 

2. IN SECOND DISPATCH, SUNA REPORTS INTENSIPICATION OF EPLF 
ATTACKS ON NEFASIT 30 MILES EAST OF ASMARA. EPLF FORCES 
MOVING IN PINCEC FROM SOUTH AND EAST. AMBATKALA WAS 
CAPTURED BY EPEE WEDNESDAY. YNNA CLAIMS SOME 7000 ETHIOPIAN 
TROOPS WERE OVERCOME BY ERITREAN PORCES. BATTLES FOR 
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NEPASIT AND AMBATKALA WERE DESCRIBED AS EXTENSION OP FIGHTING 
IN MASSAWA AND LAST STEP IN COMPLETING SEIGE OP ASMARA WHICH, 

SUNA SAYS, IS ISOLATED ISLAND ENCIRCLED BY EPLP PORCES. 

END UNCLASSIPIED 
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3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SUNA REPORTS ON FIGHTING IN ERITREA 
HAVE USUALLY BEEN REASONABLY ACCURATE, THERE APPEARS TO BE 
SOME CONFUSION IN REPORTS DISCUSSED ABOVE WHEN CHECKED AGAINST 
OTHER INFO AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY. BASED ON OUR OWN INFO WE 
THINK FIGHTING MORE LIKELY TO BE RELATED TO MASSAWA CAMPAIGN 
THAN TO ASMARA, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS EPLF LINKS ALL THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS. WE ALSO THINK REPORTS, WHICH PROBABLY ARE 
BASED ON EPLF-PROVIDED INFO, ARE PART OF EPLF PROPAGANDA 
CAMPAIGN VIS-A-VIS ELF AS MUCH AS ANY SIMILAR EFFORT VIS-A- 
VIS EPMG. 
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